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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to the amendment filed on August 18, 2008. 

2. Claims 1, 5-10, 14-23, 25, and 28-32 are pending. 

3. Claims 1, 10, 14-16, 18, 19, and 25 have been amended. 

4. Claims 2-4, 11-13, 24, 26, and 27 have been canceled. 

5. Claims 1, 5-10, 14-23, 25, and 28-32 are allowed, renumbered as 1-23. 

6. The 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, rejections of Claims 3 and 27 are withdrawn in 
view of Applicant's cancellation of the claims. 

Examiner's Amendment 

7. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
William E. Hunter (Reg. No. 47,671) on April 10, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please cancel Claims 2, 12, and 26 and amend Claims 1, 10, 14-16, 18, 19, and 25 as 
follows: 
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1. (Currently Amended) A machine-implemented method comprising: 

obtaining an install comparison of a current software installation to a target computer and 
an install comparison of a previous software installation to the same target computer in a series 
of two or more software installations during a software product development; 

generating a software trend comparison of a current software installation, to a target 
computer, with a previous software installation, to the same target computer, in a series of two or 
more software installations during a software product development of the current software 
installation install comparison with the previous software installation install comparison ; 

obtaining creating expected installation data results for a resource , based at least in part 
on the comparison, the resource including attributes including a dynamic attribute and a static 
attribute, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed between the previous 
software installation and the current software installation, the static attribute is an attribute that 
should remain unchanged between the previous software installation and the current software 
installation; 

comparing identifying from the expected installation data results with the software trend 
comparison to identify whether the dynamic attribute that was not changed in the current 
software installation and whether the static attribute was changed in the current software 
installation ; and 

presenting potential problems with the current software installation^ based on results of 
the identified dynamic attribute comparing the expected installation results with the software 
trend comparison, to facilitate verification of an installer for the software product development. 
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2. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A software product tangibly embodied in a machine-readable 
storage device, the software product comprising instructions operable to cause one or more data 
processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

obtaining an install comparison of a current software installation to a target computer and 
an install comparison of a previous software installation to the same target computer in a series 
of two or more software installations during a software product development; 

generating a software trend comparison of a current software installation, to a target 
computer, with a previous software installation, to the - same target computer, in a series of two or 
more software installations during a software product development of the current software 
installation install comparison with the previous software installation install comparison ; 

obtaining creating expected installation data results for a resource , based at least in part 
on the comparison, the resource including attributes including a dynamic attribute and a static 
attribute, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed between the previous 
software installation and the current software installation, the static attribute is an attribute that 
should remain unchanged between the previous software installation and the current software 
installation; 

comparing identifying from the expected installation data results with the software trend 
comparison to identify whether the dynamic attribute that was not changed in the current 
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software installation and whether the static attribute was changed in the current software 
installation ; and 

presenting potential problems with the current software installation^ based on results of 
the identified dynamic attribute comparing the expected installation results with the software 
trend comparison, to facilitate verification of an installer for the software product development. 

12. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim [[12]]1_0, wherein the operations 
further comprise tracking expectations of resource changes in a primary installation baseline and 
a secondary installation baseline, and wherein presenting the potential problems comprises 
presenting a baseline-update interface by transmitting markup language data. 

15. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim [[12]]1_0, wherein the operations 
further comprise excluding a set of resources from the generated comparison for the software 
product development. 

16. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim [[12]]1_0, wherein expectations 
of resource changes are stored in a relational database indexed by date, platform, language, and 
product configuration. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim [[12]]10, wherein the resource 
comprises a file and a system registry, and the installation data comprises deletion, addition, and 
modification of the resource. 

19. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a build controller; 

an install controller comprising a database including a baseline recording expectations of 
a dynamic attribute and a static attribute for one or more resources associated with a software 
installer, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed between a previous 
software installation and a current software installation, the static attribute is an attribute that 
should remain unchanged between the previous software installation and the current software 
installation; and 

one or more install slave machines; 

wherein the build controller automatically triggers the install controller to initiate installer 
tests as part of a software build process, and the install controller automatically dispatches 
installation to the one or more install slave machines and collects test results to be presented in a 
report comprising a baseline-update interface; 

wherein the test results comprise a potential problem with the current software 
installation identified based on a comparison of the expectations with a software trend 
comparison that compares an install comparison of the current software installation with an 
install comparison of the previous software installation in a series of two or more software 
installations during a software product development to identify whether the dynamic attribute 
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was not changed in the current software installation and whether the static attribute was changed 
in the current software installation . 

25. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a user interface device; and 

one or more computers operable to interact with the user interface device and to perform 
operations comprising: 

obtaining an install comparison of a current software installation to a target computer and 
an install comparison of a previous software installation to the same target computer in a series 
of two or more software installations during a software product development; 

generating a software trend comparison of a current software installation, to a target 
computer, with a previous software installation, to the same target computer, in a 3orios of two or 
more software installations during a software product development of the current software 
installation install comparison with the previous software installation install comparison ; 

obtaining creating expected installation 4ate results for a resource , based at least in part 
on the comparison, the resource including attributes including a dynamic attribute and a static 
attribute, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed between the previous 
software installation and the current software installation, the static attribute is an attribute that 
should remain unchanged between the previous software installation and the current software 
installation; 

comparing identifying from the expected installation data results with the software trend 
comparison to identify whether the dynamic attribute that was not changed in the current 
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software installation and whether the static attribute was changed in the current software 
installation ; and 

presenting potential problems with the current software installation^ based on results of 
the identified dynamic attribute comparing the expected installation results with the software 
trend comparison, to facilitate verification of an installer for the software product development. 

26. (Canceled) 

- END OF AMENDMENT - 

Reasons for Allowance 

8. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The cited prior art taken alone or in combination fail to teach, in combination with the 
other claimed limitations, "generating a software trend comparison of the current software 
installation install comparison with the previous software installation install comparison; 
obtaining expected installation results for a resource including attributes including a dynamic 
attribute and a static attribute, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed 
between the previous software installation and the current software installation, the static 
attribute is an attribute that should remain unchanged between the previous software installation 
and the current software installation; comparing the expected installation results with the 
software trend comparison to identify whether the dynamic attribute was not changed in the 
current software installation and whether the static attribute was changed in the current software 
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installation" as recited in independent Claims 1,10, and 25; and further fail to teach, in 
combination with the other claimed limitations, "an install controller comprising a database 
including a baseline recording expectations of a dynamic attribute and a static attribute for one or 
more resources associated with a software installer, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that 
should have changed between a previous software installation and a current software installation, 
the static attribute is an attribute that should remain unchanged between the previous software 
installation and the current software installation" and "wherein the test results comprise a 
potential problem with the current software installation identified based on a comparison of the 
expectations with a software trend comparison that compares an install comparison of the current 
software installation with an install comparison of the previous software installation in a series of 
two or more software installations during a software product development to identify whether the 
dynamic attribute was not changed in the current software installation and whether the static 
attribute was changed in the current software installation" as recited in independent Claim 19. 

The closest cited prior art, the combination of US 6,738,970 (hereinafter "Kruger") and 
US 6,560,776 (hereinafter "Breggin"), teaches a method and an apparatus that identifies changes 
made to a computer system caused by the installation of software. However, the combination of 
Kruger and Breggin fails to teach "generating a software trend comparison of the current 
software installation install comparison with the previous software installation install 
comparison; obtaining expected installation results for a resource including attributes including a 
dynamic attribute and a static attribute, the dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have 
changed between the previous software installation and the current software installation, the 
static attribute is an attribute that should remain unchanged between the previous software 
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installation and the current software installation; comparing the expected installation results with 
the software trend comparison to identify whether the dynamic attribute was not changed in the 
current software installation and whether the static attribute was changed in the current software 
installation" as recited in independent Claims 1,10, and 25; and further fails to teach "an install 
controller comprising a database including a baseline recording expectations of a dynamic 
attribute and a static attribute for one or more resources associated with a software installer, the 
dynamic attribute is an attribute that should have changed between a previous software 
installation and a current software installation, the static attribute is an attribute that should 
remain unchanged between the previous software installation and the current software 
installation" and "wherein the test results comprise a potential problem with the current software 
installation identified based on a comparison of the expectations with a software trend 
comparison that compares an install comparison of the current software installation with an 
install comparison of the previous software installation in a series of two or more software 
installations during a software product development to identify whether the dynamic attribute 
was not changed in the current software installation and whether the static attribute was changed 
in the current software installation" as recited in independent Claim 19. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Qing Chen whose telephone number is (571) 270-1071. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen, can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Q. C.I 
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